
 

COMMISSION MINUTES 

September 14, 2020 

 

Minutes of the regularly scheduled meeting of the Sevier County Commissioners held this fourteenth day 

of September, 2020.  Meeting commenced at 1:30 p.m. with Commissioners Scott Johnson, Garth 

‘Tooter’ Ogden, and Ralph Brown in the Commission Chambers of the Sevier County Administration 

Building, 250 North Main, Richfield, Utah.  Deputy Clerk/Auditor Barbara Crowther, County Attorney 

Casey Jewkes, and Executive Director Malcolm Nash were also present. 

 

Commission business: 

Commissioner Johnson noted the dry conditions in the County, and that the livestock producers will be 

coming home from their permitted grazing early this year due to the dry conditions.  

  

Commissioner Brown said there has been a lot of work done by the hospital during CoVid-19, that he is 

looking forward to the ATV Jamboree, and that the County’s cattle drive activity has been cancelled. 

 

Commissioner Ogden said he attended a tour of the Monroe Mountain working group last week, where 

they were reviewing the aspen regeneration, and plans on Monroe Mountain.  He said that the livestock 

will be coming down early this year from the mountain, that they have continued logging contracts in that 

area, and said good work was coming out of that particular group. 

 

Minutes of August 24th Commission Meeting approved: 

Minutes of the August 24th Commission Meeting were reviewed and approved on a motion by 

Commissioner Johnson, second Commissioner Brown, unanimous. 

 

Payment Approval Report for August approved: 

The Payment Approval Report for August was reviewed and approved on a motion by Commissioner 

Brown, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

Surplus property bids accepted: 

The Commission then opened bids received for surplus property that had been advertised.  Bids were 

received on a 0.95 acre portion of parcel 4-126-15, and the 1953 Fruehauf water Trailer.  Two bids were 

received, both from Dwight Brown, of $10,151.50 for the 0.95 acre portion of parcel 4-126-15, and 

$2,525 for the 1953 Water Trailer.  Bids were not received for the Tiger Mower or the 2012 Chevy 

Silverado.  Road Department Supervisor Bob Watts suggested trading in the mower when new equipment 

is purchased as this is the second time we have advertised trying to sell the mower.  Commissioner Brown  

suggested dropping the price on the truck to $10,000 and advertising again.  After discussion, 

Commissioner Johnson moved to accept the bids received of $10,151.50 on the portion of parcel 4-126-

15 and $2,525 for the 1953 Fruehauf Water Trailer from Dwight Brown, decrease the minimum bid to 

$10,000 on the 2012 Chevy Silverado and re-advertise, and trade in the Tiger Mower, second 

Commissioner Brown, unanimous. 

 

Items declared surplus: 

The Commission then reviewed a list of items to be declared surplus.  After discussion, Commissioner 

Johnson moved to declare the items surplus and authorized for disposal as indicated, second 

Commissioner Brown, unanimous. 

 

Ordinance 2020-9-1 adopted: 

Zoning Administrator Jason Mackelprang then reviewed with the Commission the process that had been 

followed and the work that had been done in updating Sections 13, 14, and the parts of Section 12 dealing 

with signage of the Sevier County Ordinances.  He said that they were hoping to have this process 
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completed last May, but it had been set back a little due to circumstances surrounding the CoVid-19.  

Commissioner Ogden explained some of the changes including: well safety zones would be ¾ of an acre, 

the septic systems will need to have adequate room as determined by the Health Department, and that the 

other concerns from the public hearing had been addressed.  He noted that this will be a living document 

that will be changed as needed.  Commissioner Brown said it would probably take some time to settle in 

and make sense to people, but that the Commission had met with all of the municipalities concerning the 

ordinance and they were all in favor of the changes.  He said that the new ordinance would greatly reduce 

the demand for infrastructure, and push development into the cities and use the existing infrastructure.  

Commissioner Ogden said that several people were concerned about wells and water, but water is a State 

obligation as the County is not involved with decisions about water.  Mr. Mackelprang said that whether 

you have 5 acres or 100 acres, you would still be working with the State and trying to find water rights.  

Commissioner Johnson thanked Mr. Mackelprang and the Planning Commission for all of the work that 

they have put into updating the ordinance and noted that there was a lot of interaction with the public as 

well on this project.  After review of Ordinance 2020-9-1, Commissioner Brown moved to adopt 

Ordinance 2020-9-1 which would repeal section 12.04, Section 13, and Section 14 of the Sevier County 

Code and adopt the updated section 12.04 dealing with signs, Section 13 Subdivisions, and Section 14 

Zoning as well as exhibit A and other attached documents, second Commissioner Johnson.  All voted aye, 

unanimous. 

  

Business Licenses approved: 

Business licenses for Bryant Johnson for Tushar Mtn Landscaping LLC, Jason Westwood for Central 

Utah Tree Service LLC, and Lance Snow for HELA Precision LLC were then reviewed.  Zoning 

Administrator Mackelprang said that all had been reviewed for zoning and recommended approval.  After 

review and discussion, Commissioner Brown moved to approve the business licenses for Tushar Mtn 

Landscapint LLC and Central Utah Tree Service LLS at a fee of $25 per year, and HELA Precision LLC 

at a fee of $50 per year, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

Partial taxes abated on parcel 3-209-281 due to fire: 

The Commission then considered a request for abatement of property taxes from Ken Christiansen.  Mr. 

Christiansen had a cabin at the Acord lake area, and his cabin that had completely burned to the ground.  

Assessor Garren-Clark reviewed how she had determined the amount of the abatement on the burned 

dwelling of $78.63, noting that the request would not abate any taxes on the land.  Discussion followed 

concerning tying this abatement to the removal of the cinder bricks and cement, etc.  After discussion, 

Commissioner Brown moved to abate $78.63 from the taxes on parcel 3-209-281, second Commissioner 

Johnson, unanimous. 

 

Forest Service Road Agreement approved: 

The Commission then considered a Cooperative Forest Road Agreement between Sevier County and the 

USDA, Forest Service, Fishlake National Forest.  Commissioner Ogden noted that this agreement is 

similar to the one the County signed 5 years ago for road maintenance and does not affect the roads 

involved with RS2477.  Road Superintendent Bob Watts said that the Forest Service roads are graded at 

least 1 time per year per the agreement, with some being done more than that.  After discussion, 

Commissioner Johnson moved to approve the Cooperative Forest Road Agreement with Fishlake 

National Forest, second Commissioner Brown, unanimous. 

 

Travel Council Recommendations approved with one change: 

Tourism Director Chad McWilliams then reviewed recommendations from the Travel Council with the 

Commission.  He briefly described each event, noting the assistance requested, and what the Council is 

recommending.  After review and discussion, Commissioner Brown moved to approve the 
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recommendations of the Travel Council with an increase to the amount recommended for the Extreme 

Barrell Racing for a total of $15,000 for that event, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

Elk Meadow Subdivision approved: 

Floyd Rigby then met with the Commission requesting approval of the proposed Elk Meadow 

Subdivision, a minor subdivision with three parcels.  Zoning Administrator Mackelprang said the 

application he met all of the criteria and it has been recommended for approval by the Planning 

Commission.  He also noted that the application has been reviewed by the Recorder, Road Dept., etc.  

After review and discussion, Commissioner Brown moved to approve the Elk Meadow Subdivision as 

requested, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

Indigent Burial Request approved: 

The Commission then review a request for indigent burial for Barry Lee Farnsworth from the Springer 

Turner Funeral Home.  After discussion, Commissioner Johnson moved to approve the request for 

indigent burial at a fee of $1,100 for Barry Lee Farnsworth, second Commissioner Brown, unanimous. 

 

County becomes a Cooperating Agency for BLM Livestock Grazing Regulations Revision: 

Commissioner Ogden then presented an agreement with the BLM to allow Sevier County to be a 

cooperating agency with the BLM when they put together their Livestock Grazing Regulations Revision 

EIS.  After review and discussion, Commissioner Brown moved to approve the Agreement to become a 

Cooperating Agency for the Livestock Grazing Regulations Revision contingent upon review by County 

Attorney Casey Jewkes, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

Board of Equalization: 

At 2:34 p.m., Commissioner Brown moved to go into the Board of Equalization, second Commissioner 

Johnson, unanimous. 

 

The Board reviewed a list of applicants for the Low Income Abatement and Homeowner’s Tax Credit, 

also known as the circuit breaker, noting that these individuals do not own the property for which they 

would like to use the abatement; therefore, they do not qualify for the abatement per State Code.  Deputy 

Clerk/Auditor Barbara Crowther reviewed the requirements to be considered an owner as outlined by 

State Code and said that the Clerk/Auditor’s office had audited ownership this year.  After discussion, 

Commissioner Brown moved to deny the requests of the individuals listed for the Low Income Abatement 

and Homeowner’s Tax Credit due to non-ownership of the parcels involved, second Commissioner 

Johnson, unanimous. 

 

The regular meeting then resumed at 2:44 p.m. 

 

Closed session to discuss pending litigation: 

At 2:45 p.m., Commissioner Johnson moved to go into a closed session to discuss pending litigation, 

second Commissioner Brown, unanimous.  Those attending included:  Commissioner Brown, 

Commissioner Garth ‘Tooter’ Ogden, Commissioner Johnson, County Attorney Casey Jewkes, Executive 

Director Malcolm Nash, Assessor Amy Garren-Clark, and Deputy Clerk/Auditor Barbara Crowther.  

 

Regular meeting resumed at 3:09 p.m. 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, meeting adjourned at 3:10 p.m. 

  


